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Greetings, welcome and thank you for participating in this event!  I’m very excited about the 

opportunities opening up for you as a member of our special delegation to Washington, D.C.  Due to the 

unique nature of this event, I thought more than a simple calendar agenda would be needed to both 

prepare you for maximizing your experience and to inspire your thinking about who else among your 

allies, counterparts and/or fellow leaders to invite to join us.    

You will be lodged at the One Washington Circle Hotel immediately north of the George Washington 

University campus.  Assuming you arrive early enough Tuesday evening, 7 July, your introduction to the 

program begins that evening in the hotel with an opportunity to meet and greet your fellow delegation 

members.  There will be a wide variety of perspectives among us.   

Throughout the event, you might find yourself wishing mostly to listen, or find there is something from 

your experience to share.  Both responses are greatly valued!  We understand that not everyone 

participating is already experienced (gaining experience is most people’s reason to attend); yet as adults 

we all have experiences that can inform others.  We would like you to share yours with us; The Tai 

Initiative was founded on the belief that knowledge within certain sectors of the US-China relationship 

should be crossing sectors more often to inform the larger picture.  This will happen if we initiate. 

The first two of your three days will be focused entirely on the activity of the small delegation.  The first 

day will generally be themed on the lessons and experience of those government departments for 

whom greater cooperation with China is less challenging.  The second day we examine some of the ways 

in which US-China relations are more challenged.  Optional time on Thursday, the second day, will give 

you a chance to either visit your state senator(s) and/or representative(s) as need and opportunity arise. 

You will be picked up and driven from location to location by shuttle.  In those circumstances where 

weather and distance allow, some group members may opt for a short walking tour of the city.   

The morning of the first day will be spent at the Department of State, where we’ll be greeted by the East 

Asia policy desk (EAP), the Education and Cultural Affairs Office (ECA) and the EcoPartnership Secretariat, 

a joint function of the Departments of State and Energy.  Following presentations by EAP, ECA, and the 

Secretariat, there will be Q&A session opportunities to engage the staff and fellow delegation members. 

An optional walk past the White House (not a White House tour) or to a view of the Washington 

Monument will be followed by lunch in the food court of the Ronald Reagan International Trade Building. 

The afternoon of the first day will be spent at the Department of Commerce, where you’ll meet staff of 

the China desk of the International Trade Affairs office and the Minority Business Development Agency.  



A briefing on the outcomes of this past April’s Joint Trade Mission to China between the Dept. of 

Commerce and the Dept. of Energy will likely be one of the topics included in discussion.   

After these staff visits the afternoon is open for either a bit of rest or some walking tours of the city.  In 

the evening, the delegation will take a dinner cruise on the Potomac River, sailing past the Jefferson and 

Lincoln Memorials, the Kennedy Center and the Watergate Hotel.  During this dinner we will guide the 

discussion in small groups to reflect on the lessons of the day, drawing particular attention to the 

differences between national and local perspectives, best practices in trust building measures, and the 

variety of new and old challenges ahead. 

For those able and interested, following the dinner cruise the group will walk from south to north 

through the national monuments during the evening light when the city so beautiful and inspiring.  A 

guided set of observations about the leadership represented in the existing monuments will provide the 

intellectual basis for deeper discussion the following day about leadership inspired by the man who 

initiated people-to-people concepts and whose monument is being built next: Eisenhower. 

The morning of the second day (Thursday) will be spent at the Rayburn House Office Building.  We will 

be hosted by the Congressional U.S. China Working Group.  This body, formed over ten years ago, is the 

principal path by which the U.S. Congress is informed in a bi-partisan fashion of what it needs to know 

about the U.S.-China relationship.  Our delegation will have an opportunity to share perspectives, hopes, 

and information about subnational strength to the founding members of the USCWG, Rep. Rick Larsen 

(D-WA) and Rep. Charles Boustany (R-LA) and perhaps also members of the USCWG whose 

constituencies are represented in the delegation.  Discussion will center on the role of the USCWG to 

inform the Congress of issues surrounding US-China relations.     

Additionally we will be visited by a desk officer of the Dept. of Defense’s Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

Defense for East Asia.  This talk will expose the delegation to the specific challenges and opportunities 

found in the military-to-military relationship, a sector of U.S.-China relations often totally misunderstood 

by civilian leadership in both countries. 

Following or preceding this briefing will be a visit by retired Minister Counselor Donald Bishop of the 

State Department and Foreign Service to share with us lessons of public diplomacy’s role in shaping the 

discussion between American and Chinese authorities and how state level diplomatic action and citizen 

diplomacy at the local level plays a role in the bigger picture.  Throughout this period we will have 

rigorous Q&A for the remaining time allowed in the Rayburn building. 

Then it will be off to see D.C.’s Chinatown and enjoy lunch at the RFD Washington (a bar) with the 

company of several members of the Foreign Area Officers’ Association.  Former Governor Holden and 

Mr. Li Jinkui, both of whom you will have come to know quite well by now, will make short remarks for 

the lunch program and then there will be guided discussion in small groups around the tables with the 

FAOA members.  This will last the remainder of lunch.  FAOA members will be a mix of retired, former, 

and active-duty military officers who serve(d) as China or East Asia experts.  A key lesson opportunity 

will be to learn what their careers have included, what they have learned, and what they hope for in the 



future.  Many may also be looking for networking opportunities after concluding their military careers as 

well. 

The afternoon is yours to plan and use as you please.  We will provide transportation to Capitol Hill to 

allow you to meet with additional members of Congress; you might choose instead to visit the Pentagon 

(we will arrange a standard tour) or key exhibits of the Smithsonian museums, enjoy a walking tour of 

the city, or any of a dozen other fantastic destinations.  A shuttle pick-up point centrally located on the 

National Mall will return you at the end of the afternoon to your hotel for rest and an informal dinner. 

The second part of the overall event will then take place on the third and final day.  It will occur entirely 

within the Marvin Center of the George Washington University, within a few minutes’ walk of the One 

Washington Circle hotel.  The program will open with the keynote address of Ms. Reta Jo Lewis, former 

State Department Special Representative for Global Intergovernmental Relations; in that position she 

reached out from the State Department to engage and support the international relations work of state 

and city leaders across the country with dozens of countries around the globe.  During her time in that 

office, the influence and power of subnational leadership particularly with China relations grew and she 

helped shepherd the Department to connect to this new aspect of diplomacy influencing American 

power and influence overseas. 

After the keynote address, there will be nearly a dozen different workshops, panels and lectures from 

which to choose.  These presentations will generally shape a narrative along two tracks: the 

development of powerful new Track 2 diplomatic channels at the state and local level and the 

opportunities found in commercial investment from China into the United States and how to effectively 

implement action in the environment-related technology sector.  In addition to the networking time in 

the hallways, we encourage all delegation members to intentionally share with other single-day 

conference participants the lessons and ideas of the previous two days in order to provide a 

comprehensive view of the multiple narratives across sectors.  One way or the other, it is our intention 

that every conference participant would exit the event having gained a new idea or perspective on how 

their personal contribution to U.S.-China relations fits into the bigger picture. 

Concluding the conference, you are free to do as you please, whether that will be to depart for the 

airport or enjoy dinner (not provided by the program).   

 


