
 

On April 12th at Seattle Uni-

versity’s Casey Commons, the 

dialogue began in earnest. 

Minister-Counselor Donald 

Bishop, previously the Director 

of Public Diplomacy for China, 

opened with his keynote 

speech “American Public Di-

plomacy in US/China Rela-

tions.”  That set the stage for a 

robust discussion among 

speakers and conference at-

tendees about the strength and 

necessity of local action in the 

US/China relationship.   

Driving directly from SeaTac 

airport after returning from the 

Boao Forum on Hainan, 

Mayor Conrad Lee under-

scored his view that the Pacific 

Northwest must encourage 

Chinese investors to “try 

again” when facing difficulties 

investing in the US market.  

Zhaohui Tang, the CEO of 

adSage, and Seattle University 

business professor David Reid 

both laid out arguments for 

how the Pacific Northwest can 

and should be building a 

“brand” across China to high-

light the region’s effective sub-

national connections in high-

tech business, particularly in 

cloud computing and mobile 

technologies. 

Sidney and Yulin Rittenberg 

shared their knowledge about 

how trust is formed, outlining 

the necessity of trust in any 

successful future scenario be-

tween the US and China.   

Combined with the morning 

speakers’ (continues on page 7)

Panelists in the afternoon creatively 

discussed “Subnational Leadership 

in the 21st Century”   

Lessons from the Pacific Northwest Conference 

Led by Reta Jo Lewis (pictured 

below), this office of the US 

State Department is a relatively 

new and inspiring example of 

the American federal govern-

ment acting in response to new 

American strengths growing 

through subnational relations.   

The Office’s mission: 

- subnational engagement as a 

foreign policy tool 

- outreach to U.S. and foreign 

subnational leaders 

- coordination of peer-to-peer 

opportunities for subnational 

dialogues.    

The Tai Initiative agrees that  

“subnational engagement and 

people-to-people exchanges 

have fast become a substantial 

stimulus for economic mod-

ernization in areas where the 

traditional forum of action, our 

central government, has been 

unable to act.”  
(http://www.state.gov/s/srgia)    

We look forward to developing 

a long relationship of frequent 

communication, deep under-

standing and trust with this 

new office and its expert staff. 

Featured Organization: 
Office of  the Special Representative for Global Intergovernmental  Affairs 

The Quarter ly Publ icat ion of The Tai Init i at ive  
April 2013 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Welcome to  
East West Best! 

2 

Make a Difference 2 

Featured Leaders 2 

Community Building in 
the Pacific NW 

3 

Strategy Talk 3 

Developing Subnational 
Cooperation (Part 1) 

5 

Sichuan Strength 5 

Inside this issue: 

What is subnational? 

 Municipal and state 

government 

 Corporations 

 Universities 

 The civil sector 

(NGOs, non-profits) 

 Any organization 

with a level of au-

thority, resources, 

and goals but lack-

ing sovereignty. 

What is 泰？ 

Tai 是什么？ 

It is the name of Taishan 

(Mount Tai). From 泰山 you 

can see both Qi and Lu.  

From the Tai Initiative you 

can see China and America. 



We’re so excited to be making 

this debut into the field of sub-

national US/China relations 

work!  The publication you’re 

now reading is intended to 

connect community infor-

mation channels with academic 

scholarship, both of which 

contribute meaningfully to the 

growing field of subnational 

US/China relations.   

The Tai Initiative believes most 

Americans and Chinese are 

ready and willing to learn how 

to understand and trust one 

another, yet are generally una-

ware of which sources of infor-

mation can give them accurate, 

accessible explanations of the 

issues dominated by mass me-

dia’s “shouting heads.” 

East West Best will explore the 

best practices in the US/China 

subnational community that 

The Tai Initiative works to 

discover and understand.  As 

we grow in experience and 

knowledge, we intend to have 

these stories become truly bi-

lateral in nature.  However, at 

this initial stage of our devel-

opment we acknowledge a 

large American bias in the in-

formation.  Send us your ideas 

and stories, please! 

Aiming for balance is a core 

tenet of The Tai Initiative.  We 

think the dialogue in each 

country is currently out-of-

balance.  This is our effort to 

make it right.  Read on! 

nation’s newest (officially 

signed in 2013).  The level of 

openness and trust between 

these two leaders reflects what 

for many people can only 

come from life-long friendship. 

They’ve opened their homes to 

one another.  In Auburn, Qiu 

Qiu routinely forgoes the typi-

cal hotel accommodations, 

choosing instead to stay at 

In each issue, we’ll introduce an exam-

ple of the individual level of relation-

ship facilitating the development of 

excellent subnational ties. 

*  *  *   

Qiu Qiu lives in Chengdu, Si-

chuan.  Sue Singer lives in Au-

burn, Washington.  Both lead 

the organizations overseeing 

the Auburn-Guanghan sister 

city relationship, one of the 

Sue’s warm and inviting home, 

even cooking in her kitchen 

while Sue is away on errands! 

The closeness of this personal 

relationship has made coordi-

nation and agreement between 

the mayors of Guanghan and 

Auburn much easier.  Both 

sides look forward to many 

years of investment, partner-

ship, and understanding. 

Welcome to East West Best! 

Featured Leader Pair: Qiu Qiu and Sue 

news defining the US/China 

relationship.  But only a tiny 

percentage of citizens can actu-

ally get involved at the national 

level.  As a result, most citizens 

can’t make a personal connec-

tion because they don’t know 

how to make a difference. 

We have a simple model to get 

you (continued on page 4) 

Get Involved, Make a Difference 

One of the most troubling 

obstacles keeping interested 

citizens from getting involved 

in the US/China relationship is 

the great difficulty of connect-

ing individual lives to such a 

huge and complex subject. 

The vast majority of the time, 

citizens of both countries only 

see and hear the national-level 

“The first step was making 

friends. 

The next step was to make 

money. 

Now we need to make a 

difference.” 

-Kristi Heim, editor of 

contextChina.com 
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Pacific Northwest Leaders Building Community 

Strategy #1: Networking Subnational Leaders 

One of the most encouraging results of the 

Seattle conference has been the rapid re-

surgence of excitement and energy sur-

rounding the idea of creating “brand 

awareness” for the Pacific Northwest re-

gion.  Comments on the afternoon panel 

from Kristi Heim, editor of contextChina; 

suggestions by Seattle University professor 

David Reid and adSage CEO Zhaohui 

Tang; and encouragement from Bellevue 

Mayor Conrad Lee, Tai Initiative founder 

Carson Tavenner and others inspired glob-

al business consultant Bob Rice to initiate 

some post-conference coordination.  With-

in four days, his inspiration was already 

attracting a growing crowd of supporters 

to take the next steps toward “Making a 

Difference.” 

The first action has been to schedule a 

meeting on Tuesday April 23rd at the 

downtown offices of adSage.  The purpose 

of the meeting will be to explore as a com-

munity several options and ideas for pro-

moting the region’s value in China.  Ms. 

Heim will facilitate an open discussion 

throughout the morning session to gather 

input and ideas from attendees regarding the 

following actions: 

- Including others and meeting the greater need  

- Soliciting volunteers to own the process 

- Agreeing to a time frame for getting work done 

- Defining the entity which will be “branded”  

- Discussing strategic content 

- Exploring plans to support and implement 

- Discussing funding 

- Agreeing on the next steps 

If you are interested in contributing to 
“Making A Difference,” you are wel-
come to join in.  Constructive and crea-
tive ideas are always welcome.  At-
tendees will meet at Tully's Coffee in the 
first floor lobby of the Bellevue Hyatt in 
downtown Bellevue at 8:30am Tuesday 
April 23rd and make the short walk to 
adSage headquarters nearby.  Anyone 
wishing to know more about the event 
and its outcomes should contact Bob 
Rice, Ms. Heim, or Gordon Tang.   

多年中，若干州和省官方之间已

经存在着一定的关系了，但全国

性的社交关系网络还没有很自然

地出现.  The Tai Initiative 将为所有

有这种需求的参与者提供这样的

全国性社交关系网络，并努力在

全美维持和支持这个项目取得更

大的进步.  

在中国，对中美关系

一定程度的影响也可

以在省级层面体现出

来.  对于支持这种影

响和活动的基金及政策，基本

都来自于中国共产党，这是因

为民间团体在中国仍处于起步

阶段.  因为，成功的次国家层

面的中美关系必须通过与政府

领导的合作才能实现. 

You can read an English translation and 

see the full article at www.taiinitiative.org 

在美国，对中美关系一定程度的

影响可以在州或其下层面体现出

来.  这些次国家层面的努力通常需

要通过寻求一些公共或私人基金

的支持，来展开他们的特别项

目，但最近这两种形式的基金都

开始一定程度的缩减了.  美国民间

社会是众多次国家层面项目的最

主要支持者.  许多这些民间团体的

领导人都彼此熟此，但是通常他

们的会面局限于一个城市，一个

州或者特点区域.  即便在过去的30

Page  3  Vo lume 1,  I ssue  1 

mailto:bob@gototpmp.com?subject=Interested%20in%20branding%20meeting
mailto:bob@gototpmp.com?subject=Interested%20in%20branding%20meeting
mailto:kristi@contextchina.com?subject=Interested%20in%20branding%20meeting
mailto:zhaotang@adsage.com?subject=Interested%20in%20branding%20meeting


DOWN  -  “Vision” 

The “down arrow” reminds us of those in our lives who are 

younger and growing into new levels of responsibility and 

leadership in their lives.  Most of us know several younger 

people who show promising leadership traits in character 

and skill.   

Do you know people like that?  If so, you should think 

about how their lives and careers are going to be greatly 

affected by China (or the United States, if they live in the 

PRC). 

We should encourage more young people to under-

stand and get involved somehow in the US/

China relationship.  This does not mean 

they have to study international relations, 

nor does it mean they should go on an 

exchange program.  Maybe it just 

means they should take a Chinese 

language course.  Maybe they should 

read a good book.  Maybe they 

should do China topic for their next 

school research project.  Maybe they 

should seek a new pen pal.  It 

doesn’t matter what they do, but all 

our promising young leaders should do 

something to help them get interested in a 

productive US/China relationship!   

They might be a butcher, a baker, or a candlestick 

maker.  But one way or another, they should expect to have 

their professional or personal life affected by the growing 

reality of China in their future.  If more people mentored 

promising young people to spend at least a small portion of 

their lives (continued on page 6)  learning something signifi-

cant about how either China or the United States can play a 

positive role influencing their future, our hope for a stable 

and productive U.S./China relationship would skyrocket. 

RIGHT  -  “Value” 

“Right” here in your own community!  That is what The Tai 

Initiative wants to encourage (continues on page 6) 

Get Involved, Make a Difference (continued) 

There will be no greater influence on the history of the 21st century than that of the 

relationship between Americans and Chinese.  The implications of this reality are too great 

to be determined by our federal and central authorities alone.  Leaders at all levels of 

relationship — individual to civilizational — must be involved to shape a positive result. 
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(from page 2) started!  The diagram at the center of this page is 

our guide to reminding all citizens of both countries they have 

opportunities to influence the US/China relationship...maybe 

even at the national level. 

You can see there are four arrows in the design.  These arrows 

represent individual relationship and influence: with those in 

authority, those coming up behind us, and those we consider 

peers.   

 UP  -  “Voice” 

The “up arrow” reminds us we all have authorities in our lives  

who should be well informed on the issues affecting the 

US/China relationship.  We don’t want our authori-

ties to be uninformed or, sometime worse, ill-

informed.  The arrow reminds us to encour-

age our leaders to become better informed 

on all levels of the relationship, not just 

the realities at the national level.  The 

subnational level is vital. 

Everyone in China and America has the 

ability to communicate to their authori-

ties.  These abilities are not equal in po-

tency and accessibility, but the principle is 

applicable to both.  Here we will focus on 

the specific application of Americans com-

municating to their elected officials in Congress.   

The U.S. Congress, despite being populated by some 

very intelligent and capable people, often appears to be one 

of the most ill-informed authorities in our country when it 

comes to U.S./China relations, despite the many sources of 

good information made available to them.  But there is a group 

in Congress, the U.S. China Working Group, which functions 

to provide congressional leaders with good sources of infor-

mation and debate about all sorts of issues affecting the U.S./

China relationship.   

If more Americans were to tell their elected congressional lead-

ers “I expect you to attend U.S. China Working Group 

events,” then perhaps we would see more participation, and by 

consequence more learning. 

http://www.amazon.com/Books-Chinese-History-Culture/lm/RLUCUY8DF9AMH
http://taiinitiative.org/us-china-working-group-2012/


By Carson Tavenner 

(Part 1) 

At a Commonwealth Club gathering in 

San Francisco on October 15th, 2010, 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

took the stage to address the topic of 

innovation and American leadership.  

The first point she chose to make was a 

reflection on how international diploma-

cy has changed in the 21st century:   

[My] primary mission [is] to elevate di-

plomacy and development alongside 

defense so that we have an integrated 

foreign policy in support of our national 

security and in furtherance of our inter-

ests and values.  Now, that seems self-

evident … but it's actually quite challeng-

ing to do. It's challenging for several 

reasons. First, because the diplomacy of 

our nation, which has been from the 

very beginning, one of the principal tools 

of what we do, has never been fully and 

well understood by the general public. It 

appears in the minds of many to be offi-

cial meetings mostly conducted … to 

end wars and resolve all kinds of im-

passes.  And of course, there is still that 

element … but it is so much more today, 

because it is also imperative that we en-

gage in public diplomacy reaching out to 

not just leaders, but [also] the citizens of 

the countries with whom we engage, be-

cause even in authoritarian regimes, public 

opinion actually matters.  And in our in-

terconnected world, it matters in ways that 

are even more important. … But we can't 

do this alone. We need your help. And 

one way to contribute is by joining one of 

the new public-private partnerships… 

(Clinton, Remarks on Innovation and 

American Leadership to the Common-

wealth Club). 

The direction of this new diplomacy, 

coined “21st Century Statecraft”, has led to 

several interesting changes in the Depart-

ment of State.  One example is the Office 

of Global Intergovernmental Affairs.  It 

bridges sub-national government leaders 

and their counterparts abroad, to assist a 

more unified foreign policy (Office of 

Global Intergovernmental Affairs).  Such 

change in federal government structure is 

interesting and exciting.  Particularly in the 

case of the US/China relationship, such 

new thinking is necessary in order to move 

beyond traditional methods of diplomacy 

and security assurance.  Over the past 

several decades, the US/China relation-

ship has developed positively in many 

regards; many more, in fact, than the 

admittedly more public and more potent 

negative ones.  Negative developments 

carry great weight in diplomacy due to 

challenges of sovereignty in the nature of 

international relations.  But with the ap-

pearance of this “21st Century Statecraft” 

may come the development of interna-

tional relations that draw their under-

standing from the myriad of positive 

experiences and learning environments 

residing at the subnational level of activi-

ty.  Yet, the strength of subnational con-

nections that could provide needed assis-

tance to the US/China relationship is 

hampered in its application by the lack of 

a focused institution to promote commu-

nication at this level among government, 

private and civil sector organizations.  

The Office of Global Intergovernmental 

Affairs is an excellent start in the right 

direction, but its charter does not allow 

the privilege of focusing solely on the 

opportunities in the US/China relation-

ship, the most important international 

connection of the 21st century.  Let us 

examine the opportunities. (Part 2 to be 

continued in the next edition.) 

Toward the Development of  Subnational Cooperation in the US/China Relationship 

 

Gallery: Sichuan Strength from Suffering Displayed in Art 

At the original time of publication for 

this edition, the province of Sichuan was 

once again struck by a major earthquake.  

The following photographs are of art 

sculptures created in response to the 

Sichuan people’s suffering and trial dur-

ing the massive Wenchuan earthquake of 

2008.  They are on display at the 

Jianchuan Museum Cluster north of 

Chengdu.  Tai Initiative support to sister 

state and city efforts to help Sichuan 

people recalled these photographs to 

memory; we share them here and on the 

next page in reflection of the Sichuan 

people’s strength and fortitude. 
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(from page 4) everyone to think about when considering where 

and how to get physically and materially involved.  Where the 

up and down arrows make us think about encouraging those 

above and below us, the right and left arrows will make us think 

about where we will take action ourselves.  How can you get 

involved in your local community in terms of the US/China 

relationship?  For Americans this question is much more easily 

answered than for Chinese, but even in China opportunities 

exist. 

 Join your local sister city organization.  Dozens of sister 

cities dot the maps of China and the United States.  Check 

out a future issue of East West Best to see where! 

 Join your sister state/province organization.  Fewer states 

have these, but most provinces have them.  Where such a 

relationship exists, there is a need for rural residents and 

craftsmen in either country to be actively involved. 

 Seek out a relationship with your local school or universi-

ty’s Chinese student/scholar association.  These are in-

creasingly important groups due to the recent influx of 

Chinese students in American schools. 

 Other organizations you might find nearby which spend 

time, effort and resources making positive connections: 

Confucius Institutes, Chinese Chambers of Commerce, 

Asian art and history museums, Chinese gardens, etc.  (For 

our Chinese friends, American Chambers of Commerce are 

in major cities in China, too) 

 Maybe your community needs you to start a group!  In 

2014, The Tai Initiative intends to help you do that by 

forming and joining “China Cabinets.”  Our vision is to 

provide an effective means of education on China and 

America for citizens of all ages.  Right now you can let 

us know of your interest in possibly building a China 

Cabinet in your own neighborhood. 

LEFT  -  “Venture” 

What’s “left” over?  When you ask yourself this question, 

think about who might be your counterpart across the Pa-

cific.  If you are a high school mathematics teacher in a 

small town, wouldn’t it be fascinating to meet a high school 

mathematics teacher in a small town (maybe your sister 

city) in China?  What a wonderful story that would be!   

How can you find this person?  Let us help you.  If you are 

planning a trip to China and would like to attempt to reach 

out “to the left” in this model of making a difference, we 

would like to hear from you! 

Language is a barrier, but not insurmountable.  More and 

more people know both languages and can help you.  Pic-

ture pages are even more fun to use when travelling.  Think 

creatively, and go find your counterpart!  You’ll end up 

taking a journey you’ll never forget, whether you’re success-

ful at finding them, or not.  How much more engaging than 

just seeing the typical tourist destinations!  If you are suc-

cessful in finding your counterpart, you’ll have a story wor-

thy of telling your great-grandchildren, and just maybe 

you’ll even gain a new lifelong friend as well. 

*  *  * 

Getting involved in anything is hard when you don’t know 

what do.  We hope this model of participation will inspire 

you to action.  Through collective action, we will see the 

growth of greater communication, understanding, and ulti-

mately trust in the American/Chinese relationship 

Get Involved, Make a Difference (continued) 
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(from page 1) contributions, these thought-provoking ideas led 

many participants to marvel at how far the region has come since 

1979, when Washington’s governor, Dixie Lee Ray, made history 

as when she accepted Deng Xiaoping’s invitation for her and a 

delegation of experts to visit the People’s Republic.  It was Amer-

ica’s first subnational govern-

ment contact with the PRC.  A 

short time earlier, the first 

commercial contract from 

America to the PRC had also 

been achieved by a Washing-

ton corporation: Weyerhauser.  

History was being made.  Re-

flecting on the significance of 

it all was instructive for the 

cross-sector networking that 

continued throughout the day. 

* * * 

With the day-long conference concluded and attendees’ minds 

sparked, what’ now?  Conference organizers anticipated wanting 

to capture answers to such questions.  Attendees were asked to 

provide their thoughts and ideas for what the region’s leaders 

should next focus on, using flipcharts and whiteboards to capture 

their thoughts.  At the conclusion of the conference, everyone 

was given an opportunity to cast votes for those options they felt 

were the most important to pursue.   

In the end, the top two “next actions” were: 

 Increase the number of schools with Chinese language and 

culture classes at earlier ages. 

 Follow-up the day-long conference with a 2-3 day confer-

ence to continue diving into these issues 

Additional actions with a strong measure of support included: 

 Continue to expand study abroad and exchange programs 

 Promote Chinese and American tourism 

 Sponsor a commercial about the value of the Pacific North-

west to air in China 

Lessons from the Pacific Northwest 
Conference (continued) 

There were other questions posed in the interactive materials as 

well as “what next?”; one in particular drew two thoughtful re-

sponses.  To the question “What questions are we not asking?” 

came these two replies: 

 Where are the conflicts in “the peoples” understanding of 

human rights between the two nations?, and 

 Where is the public discourse getting in the way of private 

relationships? 

The Tai Initiative is pleased to have achieved success in encour-

aging public discussion and engagement with the regional rela-

tionship with China in a manner that was inclusive of others 

across different sectors.  No one argues the Pacific Northwest 

has been moving in a good direction over several decades with 

regard to Chinese relations, but perhaps the highest forms of 

success have not yet been achieved across the region by a wider 

community. 

Now, it would seem, a fire has been relit. 加油！ 

Some conference participants watched 

a 1979 KOMO TV news report 

detailing the historic delegation. 

The Tai Initiative would not function without volunteer help.  All-year 

volunteer Maria Guo did a great job coordinating the event volunteers. 

Minister-Counselor (retired) Donald Bishop challenged participants to 

implement realistic public diplomacy at the local, subnational level 

“I learned a surprising amount [about the level] of 

local engagement with China 

...[that we] can & should take the lead 

...and that we should be more actively promoting 

[our] region.” 
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The Tai Initiative is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that 
supports and encourages the development of trusting com-
munication between the United States and the People’s Re-
public of China by networking and encouraging the subna-
tional level of relationship.   

The subnational level comprises that segment of the re-
lationship formed by the myriad state/province, 
city/town, university/school, commerce/business and 

other non-national institutions. 

The Tai Initiative seeks to collect and distribute the best les-

sons of the most successful programs in an effort to inspire 

each country’s national leaders.  Powerful policy leaders on 

each side of the Pacific Ocean need to see more examples 

and lessons of the best that the US/China relationship has 

already managed to attain.  We believe that by applying best 

methods for trusting communication that we can discover 

together a world-changing future at the level where both na-

tions’ national sovereignty, pride, and military capabilities 

currently create a prodigious challenge to peaceful coopera-

tion between these economic giants in the 21st century. 

7216 W Country Club Dr 

Arlington, WA  98223 

Reading this from a “forward”?

Get it directly! www.taiinitiative.org 

Mission 

The education of Americans 

and Chinese alike to see our-

selves as members of two great 

civilizations – one ancient, one 

new – currently presented with 

opportunities to change world 

history, and through this edu-

cation discover and implement 

solutions via subordinate lead-

ership at the sub-national level 

in both countries to assist the 

resolution of foreign relations 

policy challenges. 

Purpose 

To build real bilateral commu-

nication capacity between the 

U.S. and China at the sub-

national level by nurturing a 

network of solid personal rela-

tionships upon which the two 

national governments can lean 

for achieving successful com-

munication, understanding, 

and trust. 

 

 

Vision 

We want to see Chinese and 

American policymakers and 

leaders cooperating in the de-

livery of practical solutions to 

elevate human dignity and re-

duce hunger, disease, and inse-

curity for the international 

community. 

 

Phone: 301-367-8969 

E-mail: carson@taiinitiative.org 
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